< pattormuision Platform Vision Virtualization Faceoff B

\nfrastructure

The Platform Vision architectural model represents the technologies and services that make up the
capabilities of IT in any business. This model is unbiased in terms of specific technology products
and can therefore be applied to show how products relate to each other and existing technology
implementations in an IT stack.

The Platform Vision architecture places server/hypervisor virtualization at the Infrastructure level
because the functions performed by this type of virtualization reside here. The use of virtualization is
0s optional, so the Platform Vision model deals with server/hypervisor virtualization as an optional
‘ — extension of the Infrastructure layer. Server/hypervisor virtualization depends on and extends the
capabilities of other Infrastructure layer components when server/hypervisor virtualization is

\ . present. However, the technologies in the higher layers of the model have no need for awareness of
\ Security whether the infrastructure is physical or virtual.

From the model’s lowest level (i.e., the IT Process Solution Pattern) upward, the model illustrates Hardware *

dependencies and relationships among the elements of IT. Each layer has dependencies on the

layers below it, and each layer provides requirements for layers above it in the model. The

Infrastructure Solution pattern rests on the IT Process Solution pattern, signifying that everything .
above this layer depends on well-thought-out processes and policies. The Infrastructure Solution

Pattern is the foundation for everything above this layer.

A magnification of server/hypervisor virtualization in the Platform Vision model’s context shows the

architectural representation of this type of virtualization as it relates to the entire model.
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) . The drilldown into server/hypervisor virtualization explores the two prevalent implementations of server/hypervisor virtualization: Servi
Windows hypervisor ) i R i ) ) ) . ervices
Microsoft Hyper-V and VMware ESXi. The purpose of this drilldown is to examine each solution’s architecture within the context of
“Designed for Windows” Server Hardware the Platform Vision model and to challenge key competitive positioning claims of each of these products. L y
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